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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Reconsideration was made of the Stanis et al reference after the interview and it 
is seen to disclose the matching feature claimed, see column 21 , lines 29-34. Further, 
claim 14 does not include the same level of detail as claim 1 regarding medical 
condition of the patient, but merely patient data. 

2. Claims Directed to an Apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms 
of structure rather than function, In re Danly 263 F.2d 844, 847, 120 USPQ 582, 531 
(CCPA1959). 

A claim containing a "recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed 
apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from 
a prior art apparatus" if the prior art apparatus teaches all the structural limitations of the 
claim. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1657 (bd Pat. App. & Inter. 1987). Thus the 
structural limitations of claim 14-19, including a network, a database, an input means, 
means for searching, comparing, matching and retrieving are disclosed in Ohrn in view 
of Stennis et al as described herein. Also as described the limitations of the claim do not 
distinguish the claimed apparatus from the prior art. 

3 Applicant's arguments regarding the existence of different wards in hospitals and 
placement of patients in different wards based on their medical needs is not persuasive, 
the method has traditionally been called triage. Further, Stannis discloses bed data that 
includes the nursing station, which indicate different wards, and searches and 
comparisons by the admitting office for beds with given characteristics, see column 21 , 
lines 29-34. 
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4. Applicant's arguments regarding the status of the internet and websites as being 
old and well known at the time of applicant's invention are not convincing. The internet 
was old and well known by the April 2000 filing date, regardless, Bruno discloses the 
internet, see column 5, lines 34-56. 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-2, 4-9, 14-17, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
anticipated by Ohrn (6,356,874) in view of Stanis et al ('4,135,241). 

As per Claim 1, 14. 
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Ohm ('874) discloses: 

providing a network, see column 7, lines 60-66 and figure 1 ; 

providing a database connected to the computer network, see figure 1; 

inputting bed availability information for a plurality of healthcare facilities, wherein 
each of the plurality of healthcare facilities have beds for providing a plurality of types of 
medical care and further wherein the bed availability information is input into the 
database and is accessible by the computer network, see column 6, lines 6-45, column 
7, lines 60-66 and column 10, lines 22-30; 

providing a first access to the database for determining the available bed for the 
patient by a user of the database, see column 6, lines 6-45 and column 21 , lines 29-34, 

searching the bed availability information for the plurality of healthcare facilities in 
the database, see column 5, lines 37-63; 

determining the available bed based on user preferences, see column 5 lines 37- 

63. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose entering individual medical condition of 
a patient and searching, matching the bed to the condition. 

Stanis et al ('241) teaches searching for availability of beds, including reserving 
beds, and the information about the bed, including data regarding the nursing station to 
which it is associated, and matching, see column 3, lines 14-25 and column 21, lines 
29-34 for the benefit of managing the status of beds in a hospital. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include matching patient conditions to available beds in 
the invention of Ohrn ('874) as taught by Stanis et al ('241) for the benefit of accurately 
placing patients in the correct ward. 

As per Claim 11. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses searching the database for the bed availability 
information, see column 5, lines 37-63; 

matching healthcare facility criteria with patient needs, see column 5, lines 37-41 
and column 10, lines 22-30. 

As per Claim 12. 

Ohrn ( ( 874) further discloses searching a database based on user entered 
criteria for the bed availability information, see column 5, lines 37-63. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose entering individual medical condition of 
a patient. 

Stanis et al ('241) teaches entering medical information, see column 3, lines 14- 
25 and column 4, lines 23-36 for the benefit of managing the status of beds in a 
hospital. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include a quantity of beds available in the invention of 
Ohrn ('874) as taught by Stanis et al ('241) for the benefit of managing the status of 
beds in a hospital. 
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As per Claim 13, 20. 

Ohm ('874) further discloses a means for searching, see column 5, 37-63. 



As per Claim 2. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses providing the database on a network, see figure 1. 
As per Claim 4. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses contacting one of the healthcare facilities after 
retrieving information about the healthcare facility, see column 10, lines 22-30 and 
column 5, lines 37-45. 

As per Claim 5. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses providing a remote server storing the database, see 
figure 1. 

As per Claim 6. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses providing a second access to the database wherein 
an extended care or a healthcare facility having beds enters the bed availability into the 
database via the second access, see column 5, lines 37-41 , column 7, lines 44-50 and 
column 10, lines 22-30. 

As per Claim 7, 19. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses an individual healthcare facility accesses the 
database to input the bed availability information for the individual healthcare facility, 
see column 5, lines 37-41 , column 7, lines 44-50 and column 10, lines 22-30. 

As per Claim 8, 15. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose bed availability includes a quantity of 

beds. 

Stanis et al ('241) teaches a quantity of empty beds available, see column 7, line 
43 - column 8, line 8 and column 3, lines 14-25 for the benefit of managing the status of 
beds in a hospital. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include a quantity of beds available in the invention of 
Ohrn ('874) as taught by Stanis et al ('241) for the benefit of managing the status of 
beds in a hospital. 

As per Claim 9, 16. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose bed availability includes types of beds 
available. 

Stanis et al ('241) teaches a types of beds, see column 7, line 43 - column 8, line 
8 and column 3, lines 14-25 for the benefit of managing the status of beds in a hospital. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include a quantity of beds available in the invention of 
Ohrn ('874) as taught by Stanis et al ('241) for the benefit of managing the status of 
beds in a hospital. 

As per Claim 17. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses the bed availability information includes a projection 
of expected availability of beds at a facility in a specified time frame, see column 5, lines 
37-63. 

7. Claims 3, 10, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ohrn (6,356,874) in view of Stanis et al ('241) further in view of Bruno et al (6,289,088). 
As per Claim 3. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose the network is the internet. 

Bruno et al ('088) teaches use of the internet as a less expensive alternative to 
long distance service, see column 5, lines 34-56. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use the internet as a less expensive alternate network 
as taught by Bruno et al ('088) in the invention of Ohrn ('874). 

As per Claim 10. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses an online form for accessing the database and 
inputting information, see figure 3. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose the network is the internet. 

Bruno et al ('088) teaches use of the internet as a less expensive alternative to 
long distance service, see column 5, lines 34-56. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use the internet as a less expensive alternate network 
as taught by Bruno et al ('088) in the invention of Ohrn ('874). 

As per Claim 18. 

Ohrn ('874) further discloses an online form for accessing the database and 
inputting information, see figure 3. 

Ohrn ('874) does not specifically disclose the network is the internet. 

Bruno et al ('088) teaches use of the internet as a less expensive alternative to 
long distance service, see column 5, lines 34-56. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use the internet as a less expensive alternate network 
as taught by Bruno et al ('088) in the invention of Ohrn ('874). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Dixon whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4645. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 6:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / . 




Thomas A. Dixon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 
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